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Ambitious aspirations,  
    Challenging the impossible,  
        Encouraging independence for all!  

Year 
Group  

Intent/Rationale Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 7 The Expressive 
Arts curriculum is 
heavily linked to 

the English 
curriculum and all 

themes compliment 
the ones on the 

English connector 
overview. The Year 

7 opening unit 
introduces pupils to 
basic elements of 
Music and Drama, 

to develop their 
skills and 

repertoire. Pupils 
will learn basic 

skills in singing and 
playing at least 

three instruments.  
Throughout the 
year, pupils will 

experience 
responding to 

stimulus, 
composing, 
improvising, 

performing and 
evaluating. The 

music and drama 
texts drawn upon 

will be from a 
range of genres, 
cultures and time 

periods.  

Me, Myself and I            
An Introduction to 
Drama and Music 
Elements through 
autobiographical 

work. 
(Transition unit from 

primary.                      
Ensuring pupils are 

comfortable 
performing with their 
voice within their new 

class and re-
emphasising/ teaching 

the key Musical 
elements.                            

To enable the teacher 
to get to know the child 
behind the data with a 

view to informally 
assessing prior 

capability.                         
What is drama and 
how do I begin to 

portray a character in 
performance?) 

  
They don’t really 
care about us!               
Learning basic 

keyboard skills and 
mime through the 
theme of prejudice 

and bullying. 
(This unit focuses on 

one of the main 
themes from ‘Wonder’ 
– the novel pupils are 
studying in English at 

the same time. 
Teaching basic theory 

skills such as the 
treble clef as well as 

note lengths and 
sharps/flats so that 

pupils can begin their 
journey into reading 

music. Pupils will then 
apply these skills by 
performing simple 
pieces of music on 

keyboards.                  
To develop 

understanding of how 
to portray a character 

on stage through 
physical skills.)  

Heroes 
An introduction to 
rap and dramatic 

monologues through 
the theme of heroes. 

(As pupils study 
persuasive techniques 

in English, this will 
complimented by the 

study of rap and 
dramatic monologues 
and the power these 
can hold to convey 

messages.  
Development of 

composition skills in 
relation to rap music, 

creating a 
performance piece on 
the theme of heroes.                       
To understand the 
basic principles of 

dramatic monologues. 
To develop pupils’ 
ability to explore a 

hero themed stimulus 
in order to create 

original monologues.)   

Poetry in Motion       
Using poems to 
develop creative 
responses and 
compositions. 

(Poetry will be used 
for pupils to study 

and respond to 
expressively.     

Teaching pupils the 
different parts of the 
ukulele, how to play 
simple chords and 

exploring strumming 
patterns – pupils will 

put a poem to 
ukulele music.                    

To enable teachers 
to assess pupils’ 

ability to explore a 
stimulus in order to 

create original 
performance pieces. 
Devising is essential; 
it allows for personal 

development and 
exploration.)   

 
Peter and the Wolf                  
Exploring classical 

and traditional 
music/ movement 

through mythology.  
(Pupils re-visit basic 

keyboard skills and 
learn how to play the 

keyboard with the 
correct hand position. 
Pupils will be exposed 
to classical music and 

will also use 
compositional 

techniques to create 
their own “animal” 

piece.                     To 
explore myths and 
fables in relation to 
storytelling using a 

range of drama 
techniques such as 

still image, 
improvisation, thought 

tracking, mime, key 
role taking, hot 

seating, mime and 
physical theatre.) 

Stomp!    
Rhythms and 

movement based 
composition, 

performance and 
evaluation.  

(Whilst pupils study 
drama in English, 
they will focus on 
performance skills 

and development of 
confidence to 

compliment this. To 
develop knowledge 
and understanding 
of rhythms used in 
different parts of 

the world, looking 
at more complex 

rhythms and 
creating a 

performance based 
on the ideas of 

Stomp, as well as 
exploring the West 

End.  
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Ambitious aspirations,  
    Challenging the impossible,  
        Encouraging independence for all!  

Year 
Group  

Intent/Rationale Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 8 The Expressive 
Arts curriculum is 
heavily linked to 

the English 
curriculum and all 

themes compliment 
the ones on the 

English connector 
overview. The year 

8 curriculum 
requires pupils to 
develop the skills 
and knowledge 

they were exposed 
to in year 7. They 
will build on the 
skills they have 
learnt in singing 

and the other 
instruments. They 

will continue to 
focus on 

responding to 
stimulus, 

composing, 
improvising, 

performing and 
evaluating, building 

upon prior work. 
The music and 

drama texts drawn 
upon will be from a 

range of genres, 
cultures and time 

periods.  
 
 

 

Family Portrait 
Developing basic 
drama and music 
elements through 
the theme of ‘is 

blood thicker than 
water’? 

(Using one of the main 
themes of ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ which pupils will 
be studying in English, 
this unit will develop 

pupils ability to  
perform with their 

voice further 
consolidate the key 
Musical elements.                            
To further develop 

pupil understanding of 
character and 
relationships/ 

dynamics between 
characters.)  

Scrooge! 
Musical extracts 

specific study and 
performance skills 

based on the 
theme of 

Christmas.  
(Whilst studying ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ in 
English, pupils will 

focus on analysing and 
performing extracts, 

focusing on the ability 
to interpret texts for 

performance. To 
develop contextual 

knowledge of historical 
and contemporary 
works around the 

theme of Christmas. 
To use the keyboard to 

learn and perform 
Christmas music, 
building on basic 

keyboard skills learnt 
in year 7.)  

 
 

 

Thriller 
Rap music and 

dramatic 
monologues – a 

deeper look 
through the theme 

of horror. 
(To compliment the 

study of Gothic horror 
in English, pupils will 

continue to explore rap 
and dramatic 

monologues through 
‘Thriller’. They will 

compose, improvise, 
perform and evaluate, 
using their music and 
drama skills. They will 
also consider genre 
and audience as a 

performer after 
studying conventions 
of scary music and 

drama.)  

 

War  
Creative 

responses and 
compositions to 

classical and 
modern texts on 

war.  
(Whilst studying ‘The 

Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas’ in English, 

War Poetry and 
music about War will 
be used for pupils to 
study and respond to 
expressively. It will 

enable the 
assessment of 

pupils’ progress in 
exploring a stimulus 

to create original 
performance pieces. 
Looking at the history 
of music about war 

from 1930s to 
present day, with a 
particular focus on 

songs in response to 
war and political 

events.) 

Summertime  
Exploring music, 

drama and 
performance styles 

from around the 
world.  

(Whilst pupils study 
travel writing in 

English, they will 
experience music and 
drama from around the 

world.  They will 
continue to build upon 
their ukulele skills and 
will also look at blues 

and African/Asian 
drumming and 

percussion work. In 
drama work, pupils will 

develop their 
movement skills, 
looking at cultural 

movement and 
performance from 
around the world.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Willy Russell 
and The Beatles! 

Case studies 
from page to 

stage!  
(A musical case 

study of the Beatles 
and their influence 

on popular music. A 
case study of Willy 

Russell and his 
impact on theatre 

and drama, to 
coincide with the 
study of ‘Our Day 
Out’ in English.    

To further develop 
students’ ability to 
interpret texts for 
performance. To 

develop contextual 
knowledge of 
historical and 
contemporary 

works.)               
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Ambitious aspirations,  
    Challenging the impossible,  
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Year 
Group  

Intent/Rationale Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 9 The Expressive 
Arts curriculum is 
heavily linked to 

the English 
curriculum and all 

themes compliment 
the ones on the 

English connector 
overview. The year 

9 curriculum 
requires pupils to 
develop the skills 
and knowledge 

they were exposed 
to in years 7 and 8. 
They will build on 

the skills they have 
learnt in singing 

and the other 
instruments They 
will continue to 

focus on 
responding to 

stimulus, 
composing, 
improvising, 

performing and 
evaluating, building 

upon prior work. 
The music and 

drama texts drawn 
upon will be from a 

range of genres, 
cultures and time 
periods. The final 

unit will allow 
pupils to show 

case their skills.  

Imagine 
Exploring the 

theme of Utopia vs 
Dystopia through 
music and drama 

(Using one of the main 
themes of ‘The Lord of 
the Flies’ which pupils 

will be studying in 
English, this unit will 
develop pupils ability 
to perform with their 

voice further and 
consolidate the key 
Musical elements.                            
To further develop 

pupil understanding of 
character and 
relationships/ 

dynamics between 
characters.) 

 
Do they know it’s 

Christmas? 
Responding to 
media and non-
fiction stimulus 

through 
performance. 

(Whilst studying Media 
and Non-fiction in 
English, pupils will 
focus on analysing 

creating and 
performing on the 

theme of Band Aid and 
Live Aid, focusing on 
the ability to interpret 
texts for performance. 
Keyboard and drama 

skills will be developed 
further through the 

creation of music and 
acting for adverts.)  

  
I want it all!                

Rap music and 
dramatic 

monologues – a 
deeper look 

through the theme 
of Power and 

Ambition. 
(To compliment the 
study of ‘Macbeth’ in 
English, pupils will 

continue to explore rap 
and dramatic 

monologues through 
‘Power and Ambition’. 

They will compose, 
improvise, perform and 

evaluate, using their 
music and drama 

skills. They will focus 
on the importance of 
lyrics and words to 

create meaning and 
engagement for an 

audience.)  

Anything you can 
do….. 

Creative 
responses and 

compositions on 
the theme of 

bullying, conflict 
and arguments. 

(Whilst studying 
writing to argue in 
English, pupils will 

focus in on bullying, 
conflicts and 

arguments. Pupils 
will study and 

respond to texts 
expressively. It will 

enable the 
assessment of 

pupils’ progress in 
exploring a stimulus 

to create original 
performance pieces 
in the style of theatre 

in education.)  

West Side Story 
Genre studies from 

page to stage! 
(Exploring cultural 

differences     
(Whilst pupils study 
poems from other 
cultures in English, 
they will experience 
‘West Side Story’, 
focusing on the 

warfare between two 
cultures. Basic stage 

combat skills and allow 
students to explore 

staging conflict to have 
an impact on an 

audience. To teach the 
process that underpins 

effective ways of 
working in the 

Performing Arts, such 
as development of 

ideas, rehearsal and 
performance.)  

   
A Change is 
Gonna Come 
Racism and 

Discrimination 
themed 

composition, 
performance 

and evaluation. 
(To compliment 
pupils’ study of 
‘Noughts and 

Crosses’ in English, 
they will focus on 

this theme to refine 
their performance 
skills, confidence 

and create a show 
case of 

compositions for an 
audience, 

demonstrating the 
skills that they have 

acquired in Key 
Stage 3 Expressive 

Arts.) 
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Ambitious aspirations,  
    Challenging the impossible,  
        Encouraging independence for all!  

 

By the end of KS3 pupils will have explored and analysed a wide variety of music and drama texts.  They will have developed a sound understanding 
of drama and performance techniques alongside basic notation, singing skills and basic skills on at least two instruments. Pupils will have developed 

their confidence, self-esteem and teamwork.  They will be able to improvise, compose, perform and evaluate.                                                                                                             
Whilst Expressive Arts in not offered as a discrete subject at KS4, due to the increase of science time for a qualification and college in preparation for 
adulthood, musical and drama experiences are still provided for pupils through extra-curricular activities and Wow days.  Where a child is particularly 

gifted in either music or drama, qualification opportunities will be explored and given to them on an individual basis. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


